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September 27, 2020

Greetings from the Chair of 17WCEE:
One Year before the Conference

Due to the spread of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) around the world, I believe many of you
are having to deal with health and economic problems. Under these circumstances, I sincerely wish for
the health of you, your family and colleagues, and for an early resolution of the COVID-19 problem.

In light of the COVID-19 issue, we, the 17th World Conference on Earthquake Engineering
(17WCEE) Organizing Committee, decided on a one-year postponement of the 17WCEE, which was
originally scheduled to be held in Sendai City, Miyagi Prefecture, Japan from September 13 to 18, 2020.
Further, we informed you that the conference will be held at the same venue from September 27 to
October 2, 2021, which is the 10th anniversary year of the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and
Tsunami Disaster. There is now just one year left until the event.

As we have informed you, over 2,500 full papers submitted by March 2020 after completing
all registration procedures were published as 17WCEE Proceedings in September 2020. Also, we are
calling for additional (new) papers based on the one-year postponement of the conference, so please see
the 17WCEE website for more information (deadlines, registration fees, maximum number of papers to
be submitted, etc.). In this solicitation, for a paper whose abstract peer review was accepted but the full
paper could not be submitted within the original schedule, the following benefit will be given if there is
no change in both the title and authors. If you complete the procedures described on the 17WCEE
website by the due date, you will be exempted from abstract peer review, so you can start preparing the
full paper without waiting for the results of the peer review. By all means, we would like many of you
to submit additional (new) papers.

Moreover, considering the COVID-19 situation, the 17WCEE Organizing Committee is
preparing to implement various new measures regarding the operation of the conference. For those who
have difficulty visiting the venue in Sendai and attending the conference in person, in addition to
traditional oral presentations, SOPs, poster sessions, we are preparing video presentations, online
presentations, and dual type presentations, so we are sure that many people will be able to enjoy the
17WCEE even under COVID-19 constraints.

Detailed information not only on conference presentation programs but also on the side events,
such as study and cultural tours will be available via the 17WCEE website and newsletters.

We, the 17WCEE Organizing Committee, are committed to successfully hosting the 17WCEE
in 2021. We appreciate your continued understanding and cooperation. We look forward to seeing you
in Sendai City or online in September 2021.

Best regards,

Kimiro MEGURO
Chair, 17WCEE Organizing Committee
Professor, The University of Tokyo
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